
“Librarians have been saying for years 

that public libraries are a bargain.  Now 

they have the numbers to prove it.” 

The Taxpayer Return on Investment 

(ROI) in Pennsylvania Public Libraries 

study conducted by the University of 

North Carolina’s School of Information & 

Library Science shows that the 630   

public libraries serving Pennsylvania 

residents provide a return on investment 

of $5.50 in benefits for every $1 of tax 

support.  “If public libraries did not    

exist, the economic loss would amount to 

$1.34 billion…”  These numbers very  

effectively demonstrate the wisdom of 

investing  local, state, & federal tax    

dollars in public library services. 

Every library in the state has received a 

Local Library Action Kit containing in-

formation about this study.  Included in 

the Kit are items like a news release, 

suggested talking points, and a      

PowerPoint presentation for use in the 

local library’s community. 

In addition, two brochures containing 

highlights of the study are available.  

The large-format brochure is useful with 

county commissioners, state legislators, 

borough councils, library trustees, etc.  A 

smaller brochure could be put on display 

in the library & used as a handout for 

community presentations to groups such 

as Rotary, Kiwanis, etc.  The District 

Center has multiple copies of both        

brochures available for placement & use 

in each library. 

Looking at the impact of tax dollars on a 

more local level, let’s take one library in 

the Seneca District as an example.  This 

library received a total of $45,759 from 

state & local taxes in 2006.  Based on the 

results of the ROI study, our example  

library generated approximately 

$251,674.50 of income for their local   

community during 2006!  Let everyone 

know the worth of the public library in 

your community. 

 

Based on:  “Study Proves Libraries an Excel-

lent Investment for Pennsylvania Taxpayers,” 

by Glenn R. Miller.  Pennsylvania Library    

Association Bulletin, p. 5, May 2007. 

Public Libraries:   
An Excellent Investment 

District Happenings 
August.  Their exhibit is           

assembled each year by the 

Friends of the Library and the 

Lander Methodist Youth Group. 

 

PROGRAMMING: 

 

The Libraries of Warren 

County’s Read Along the River 

One Book choice is Fifty Acres 

and a Poodle by Jeanne Laskas.  

Activities will include:    

*Dog Show (9/15);  

*Writer’s Workshop (10/2); 

*Fifty Acres More in Warren 

County-Future of Agriculture in 

Warren County Farm Tour 

(Continued on page 2) 
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September 15, 2007 

PROJECTS: 

 

Friends’ Memorial Library in 

Kane is undertaking a complete     

reconstruction of the front of their 

building.  This expense is being 

covered by 2 local grants—         

K.A.R.E. for $4,600 and Helen 

Davis Fund Kane Revitalization 

Grant of $10,000.  In addition, 

Friends’ received a family           

bequest of $5,000. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS: 

 

Sugar Grove Free Library earned 

their third blue ribbon in a row at 

the Warren County Fair in         



 

Finding the Trends that Matter:  Get Your          

Environmental Scan On Teleconference,    

October 26, 2007, Noon to 1:30 PM, Warren 

Public Library. 

Making It Count @ Your Public Library, Using   

statistics for strategic planning & telling your        

library’s story, presented by Keith Curry 

Lance,  September 25, 2007, Clarion Holiday 

Inn, 9:30 AM to 3 PM 

 

Library Policies You Can Live With/District      

Meeting, October 12, 2007, Warren Public   

Library Slater Room, 9 AM to Noon, presented 

by James Hollinger & Matthew Kane. 

PaLA Northwest Fall Meeting & Workshop,       

September 28, 2007, 9 AM to 3 PM, Cross 

Creek Resort, Titusville. 

PaLA Annual Conference, October 14 thru Oc-

tober 17, 2007, Penn Stater Conference    

Center Hotel, State College, PA. 

Alessio, Amy J. & Kimberly A. Patton, A year of      

programs for teens.  Chicago:  American Library       

Association, 2007. 

Andringa, Robert C., Nonprofit board answer book:  

practical guide for board members and chief          

executives.  Washington, D.C.:  Board Source, 2002. 

The best from the Web. (Videorecording).  Glen 

Ellyn, IL:  College of DuPage, 2007. 
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District Reminders 

District Happenings (contôd from page 1) 

District Professional Collection 

Best new technologies:  keeping up with the storm. 

(Videorecording).  Glen Ellyn, IL:  College of 

DuPage, 2006. 

Bolan, Kimberly, Teen spaces:  the step-by-step  

library makeover.  Chicago:  American Library As-

sociation, 2003. 

Ellis, Susan J., The volunteer recruitment (and 

(Continued on page 3) 

 
 

  
(10/6); 

*Jeanne Laskas appearance at Struthers         

Library Theatre (10/8) 

 

The Bradford Area Public Library’s Friends 

group is the umbrella organization for One 

Book Bradford, the first ever city-wide  read-

ing project.  Lauren Belfer’s City of Light is the 

title selected.  Activities leading up to Ms. 

Belfer’s visit in March include a bus tour to 

Buffalo, a formal tea, an historical talk, and a 

bookend decorating fundraiser. 

 

Marienville Area Library hosted Suzanne 

Bloom author of A Splendid Friend, Indeed on 

Saturday, June 9.  Suzanne read to 11 children 

and 7 adults. 

(Continued from page 1)  

EVENTS: 

 

Marienville Area Library hosted a reception for 

the members of the Governor’s Advisory     

Council on  Library Development and other local 

dignitaries on the evening of June 11, 2007.  The 

Governor’s Council was meeting at SCI-Forest 

and wanted to visit a typical small public library. 

 

FUNDRAISING: 

 

Ridgway Free Public Library has published their 

first cookbook.  The title is Nothinõ Like a Cook 

Book & the cost is $8.00.  Contact the library for 

more information & to order. 

 

 



 

membership development) book.  Philadelphia, PA:  

Energize, Inc., 2002. 

Guide to winning proposals.  New York:            

Foundation Center, 2003. 

Guide to winning proposals II.  New York:        

Foundation Center, 2005. 

Library education:  facing new realities.  

(Videorecording).  Glen Ellyn, IL:  College of 

DuPage Press, 2007. 

Library transformation:  making it happen.  

(Videorecording).  Glen Ellyn, IL:  College of 

DuPage, 2007. 

Little, Helen, Volunteers:  how to get them, how to 

(Continued from page 2) keep them.  Naperville, IL:  Panacea Press, 1999. 

NextGen librarianship:  where do we go from here?  

(Videorecording).  Glen Ellyn, IL:  College of 

DuPage Satellite Network, 2007. 

Panas, Jerold, Asking:  a 59-minute guide to every-

thing board members, volunteers, and staff must 

know to secure the gift.  Medfield, MA:  Emerson & 

Church, 2007. 

The relevance of libraries in a digital age.  

(Videorecording).  Glen Ellyn, IL:  College of 

DuPage Press, 2007. 

Rosso, Henry A., Hank Rossoôs achieving              

excellence in fund raising.  San Francisco:  Jossey-

Bass, 2003.  
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                                           Quick Notes 

More District Professional Collection 

Meet the Librarian 

Wish List:  Let your community know what the library needs.  

You might actually get it!  On WebJunction, Stephanie Gerding 

shared a Wish List Worksheet.  She suggests publishing the list 

on the library web site and/or having the local paper carry a 

story along with the list.  Another way to pass your needs on 

would be to print a short version on bookmarks to distribute at 

check-out.  Maybe the local water company, cable company (or 

similar business) could send the list out along with their bill.  

For the worksheet & other ideas go to:  http://webjunction.org/

do/DisplayContent?id=16359 

Many of you are familiar with the name, Cathy Doyle, as she 

is the ILL person for the Bradford Area Public Library.  

Originally from DuBois, Cathy is the longest serving staff 

member at the Bradford Library.  Her first day of work at the 

library was in September 1979.  Over the years Cathy has 

gone from paper records to computer screens in 2 different 

buildings, under 7 different directors and has been very good 

friends with 2 different library cats-in-residence.  Although 

sheôs been responsible for patron registration and circulation 

desk duties, her main job has been (and still is) keeping 

Bradfordôs interlibrary loans coming and going without a 
hitch. 

 

In the old Carnegie Library building, Cathy had a too close 

encounter with a shady character who turned out to be a 

coin thief and murderer!  Cathy was summoned to Buffalo 

to be a witness at his trial. 

 

Cathy is an avid walker (except in the winter when she 

much prefers to curl up with a good book where its warm).  

She says the only reason she doesnôt have a cat at home is 

because Whispurr spends a lot of time 

under her desk chair at the library.  

Cathy is married to Dave, Bradford 
Townshipôs Police Chief, and has 2 

grown children and 4 grandchildren. 

Pet Memorials:  For a unique take on memorial donations 

take a look at what the Fairfax County Public Library in 

Fairfax, VA does.  The library accepts donations in memory 

of beloved pets.  Pets play an important role in peopleôs lives 

& loss of such a companion can be extremely difficult.  So, 

animal lovers and owners may give a memorial gift via cash, 

check, or credit card.  Upon request the library sends an  

acknowledgment to the petôs owner.  These donations are 

used to fund programs, books & other materials. 



Seneca Library District 

Warren Library Association 

205 Market Street 

Warren, PA 16365 

SENECA LI BRARY DI ST R I CT  

Middlebury College, Middlebury, VT, in 1823. 

The first college to enroll women and men on equal terms 

was Oberlin Collegiate Institute, Oberlin, OH. 

The first college for women was Mount Holyoke College, 

South Hadley, MA, chartered on February 11, 1836. 

The first library building at a university was the library of 

the University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC, completed 

on May 6, 1840. 

The first college for African-American students was the 

Ashmun Institute, Chester County, PA, chartered on April 

29, 1854.  The name was changed to Lincoln University in 

1866. 

The first college president who was a woman was Frances 

Elizabeth Willard at Northwestern Female College,    

Evanston, IL, February 1871. 

The first library school at a college was the School of    

Library Economy at Columbia University, New York City, 

opened January 5, 1887. 

The first college to open in America was Harvard College, 

established in 1636 by the General Court of                

Massachusetts Bay. 

The first college library was created through a bequest 

from John Harvard to what became Harvard College. 

The first protest by college students of record was insti-

gated in 1766 by Asa Dunbar at Harvard College.  Dunbar 

complained about the food and lead the chant, ñBehold, 

our butter stinketh!ò 

The first university legally designated as such was the 

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA on          

November 27, 1779. 

The first college named after an American president was 

Washington College in Washington College, TN, founded 

in 1780 by the Rev. Dr. Samuel Doak. 

The first state university to be chartered was the          

University of Georgia, Athens, GA on January 27, 1785. 

The first American to earn a Ph.D. was Edward Everett, a 

Harvard-educated Unitarian minister and future congress-

man, governor, ambassador, and secretary of state. 

The first college graduate who was African-American was 

Alexander Lucius Twilight, who was graduated from 

 

Phone:  814-723-4650 

Fax:  814-723-4521 

Serving libraries in five counties. 

Weõre on the web at 

www.warrenlibrary.org 

Seneca Library District  MOMENTS IN OUR LIVES 

College Firsts 

Stephanie Parsons, Childrenôs Program Coordinator at Bradford Area 

Public Library, is proud to announce the birth of Zander Parsons on   

July 25.  Zander joins his two big brothers Conner and Brayden. 

 

Lorine Rounsville, Director of the Hamlin Memorial Library in   

Smethport, is delighted to announce the birth of her first grandchild.  

Owen Gregory Rounsville was born at 9:06 am on August 22, 2007.  He 

weighed 5 lbs., 15 oz. and was 21 inches long.  Congratulations 

Grandma!! 

òEducation costs 

money, but then so 

does ignorance.ó 

Sir Moser Claus 

òCollege is a refuge 

from hasty        

judgment.ó 

Barbara M. White 


