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District Libraries

e  Bradford Area Public
Library

e Barbara M. Brown
Memorial Library

o Johnsonburg Public
Library

e Friends’ Memorial
Library

e Marienville Area
Library

e Mt Jewett Memorial
Library

e S.W. Smith Memorial
Public Library

e Ridgway Free Public
Library

e  Sheffield Township
Library

e Hamlin Memorial
Library

e St. Marys Public
Library

e  Sugar Grove Free
Library

e Tidioute Public Library

In an article in the January 2008
Pennsylvania Library Association Bulletin
titled “And then there were...eight?,” Melinda
Tanner proposes that PaLLA should establish
an eighth round table for rural & small public
libraries. Melinda is the District Consultant
in the Washington District in southwestern
Pennsylvania.

PaLLA round tables are intended “to bring to-
gether members of similar interests.” The
national definition of a small library is a
library that serves a population of under
25,000. Based on the 2005 Pennsylvania
Library Statistics, 72% of Pennsylvania’s
public libraries meet that criteria!

In recent years ALA and Library Journal
have both taken notice of smaller & rural
public libraries. In 2005, Library Journal
began an annual recognition of the “Best
Small Library in America.” In addition,
several states already have round tables for
small and/or rural libraries.

Melinda proposes that the “Rurals, Smalls,
and Bookmobiles” round table would:

*Publish an online newsletter or wiki for ex-
change of ideas, resources & grant

Rural Round Table?

information.

*Collaborate with other round tables to
provide continuing education.

*Collaborate with Commonwealth Libraries
to provide training aimed at small & rural
libraries.

*Sponsor sessions at annual conference.
*Provide a network of support.

Melinda has asked for feedback & reactions
to this idea. She has set up the following
email for you to share your thoughts:
rsbroundtable@myway.com

I strongly urge you to email Melinda; or if
you prefer, email me. Melinda’s proposal
sounds good on paper but is it the best way
to support small libraries? Is it the most
desirable way to make the needs & issues
faced by small libraries known? How should
we advocate for the needs of small, rural
libraries? Small, rural libraries make up
72% of the state’s public libraries and they
deserve a stronger voice in the library
community. How can PaLLA best serve the
needs of 72% of the public libraries? Share
your ideas!

e S.S. Bovard Memorial
Library

e  Warren Library
Association

e  Wilcox Public Library

e  Youngsville Public
Library

1 District Happenings

New Services:

St Marys Public Library has begun publishing
a monthly book review in the St Marys Daily
Press. Reviews are provided by library staff
and patrons.

Programming:

Warren Public Library has chosen Justice

Denied by J. A. Jance for the 2008 One Book

program. J. A. Jance will be speaking at the
Struthers Library Theatre on October 10,
2008. This event is free to the public.

Warren Public Library is holding 4 financial
programs in April to celebrate Financial
Education Month. The topics are: Predatory

(Continued on page 2)
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DiStI"iCt HappeningS(contﬁd from page 1)

(Continued from page 1) Sheffield Township Library is now handicapped accessible.
Loans, Planning to Buy a House, Family Savings Account The Township Supervisors have completed a new porch with a
Program, and Living Within a Budget. handicapped ramp and door. The new ramp and door are also

very handy for Janet when she has an armload of mail and

Warren Public Library, in collaboration with the Warren interloan material!

County School District, is b i t
Yout h’ s Per s p36e 2008 Bach piecd\dBart wilh
be | abeled with a card cont 'pts
his/her work. March is Youth Art Month, which promotes the
. Thank You!
value of art education.
Congratulations: Susanne Zampogna would like to thank
everyone for their cards, emails,
Bradford Area Public Librar thoughts and prayers upon the death of Lry,
Hamlin Memorial Library, Mt Jewett Memorial Library, and her Father and Mother-in-law in January.
S.W. Smith Memorial Public Librarv all in McKean COllIlty, Your expressions of sympathy were
have been awarded an LSTA grant for the development of a greatly appreciate.
countywide, Internet-accessible automation system that will
increase access to library materials for the citizens of McKean
County.
SOME RURAL LIBRARY FACTS
“Of the nation’s nearly 10,000 I|ibrary systems wi thhn25080,p&®fe0 ouft | et
Many of these libraries have no professional staff and are open few hours. In the year 2000, libraries in communities with less than 2,500 people
operated with total budgets of less than $35,000 and with only part-time staff; those in communities under 1,000 people had budgets below
$21,000. These |libraries often serve popul ati ons \wbiypthemdsteural]p o Oofr er

libraries have fewer public access workstations, are less likely to offer wireless access, and lack high-b a nd wi dt h ¢ Funharmoeetmang n
cannot maintain and replace the equipment ..

Bertot and his colleagues found that 35.3% of libraries that qualify for E-rate discounts did not apply in 2006 because they are either unaware of
their eligibility, lack sufficient staff.., or find the application process too complex...Often the neediest libraries do not have the necessary staff or

resources to submit complex applications. . .”

Quoted from “Libraries as Universal Service Providersnbefl,200p. Nancy Kranich.

U

ni ver

?(;%ETI District Reminders

Annual Report  due April 1, 2008, no foolin’! October 10, 2008: Protecting Your Identity Online &

L . Pros & Cons of Being a “Hot Spot” by Barbara Tracey
District Meetings (tentative), Marienville Area Library, 9 AM to Noon.
April 18, 2008: District Negotiated Agreement/Your Teleconferences
Ll)Brary’s Image, Warren Public Library, 9 AM to . )
Noon. f ril 11T200g: %rlen%s, Fﬁidsl,vlor Folly: Spottllglgbﬁhe

t tter,

May 16, 2008: Customer Service by Gary Svetz of Libigg’ ﬁgf}nsto 1%0 15131. y vatter, Warken FUbLe
Svetz Consulting Services, Warren Public Library, .
9 AM to Noon. May 9, 2008: Tools of engagement: Attracting and

E ing Lib Users, Public Lib , N
September 12, 2008: Recognizing & Reporting Child tonlg%%l%%\/[_l raty Lsers, Watten Tubtc Libraty, Soon

Abuse by Pennsylvania Family Support Alliance ) ) . .
(tentative), Warren Public Library, 9 am to 12:30 pm.  National Library Week is April 13-19, 2008.
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Reference Updates

New Online Resources @ Warren Public Library

Warren Public Library has added two new subscription
Collectiblesand LegalForms

they wish to value and
cal pricing information, photos and descriptions for the

databases to their online collection: Price Itl: Antiques &

Gale Price It!: Antiques & Collectibles provides 24/7 access to over 25
million antiques & collectible items that have been recently sold to help one
compare pricing and to value these items accurately. Price It! can help experi-
enced antiques dealers, investors and novice collectors identify, research and
price art, antiques and collectibles. Users simply type in keywords for the item

Price | t! Ant i & Col |

same or similar items.

ques

Gale LegalForms: Pennsylvania offers 24/7 access to an online easy-to-use,
step-by-step approach to addressing basic legal matters and locating blank and
completed legal forms that are professionally created, state-specific and continu-
ally updated. Forms are downloadable and printable and can be customized to
comply with state law. Among the many subjects addressed are bankruptcy, di-

vorce, taxation, landlord/tenant law, power of attorney, real estate and more. Sim-

he form th
enter al |
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drive or e-mailed.
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District Professional Collection

Block, Marylaine., The thriving library:
successful strategies for challenging times.
Medford, N.J.: Information Today, 2007.

Marylaine Block, a former librarian, has written a highly
readable guide for gaining community support & funding
during difficult times. She identified over 100 thriving
libraries across the country. Block then studied those
institutions by reading public information, mission state-
ments, annual reports, strategic plans, web sites & more.
In addition, she surveyed the directors of the selected
libraries about their strategies for success. The libraries
represent small towns, urban areas, modest and sizable
budgets, & systems scattered over several communities.

The result of all this study is a volume of outstanding,
proven ideas for public libraries of all sizes seeking to
gain better community support & funding. Each chapter

i

targets a different area, including children & teens,
partnerships, marketing, economic value of the
library and more.

Imhoff, Kathleen. Library contests: a howo-do-it
manual. New York: Neal-Schuman Publishers, 2007.

Why hold a library contest? Contests generally result in

three (3) important benefits.

e Door traffic will increase. Contests attract additional
people all of whom are potential customers.

e Partnerships will strengthen. This applies to both
library staff & community partnerships.

e Community interest & involvement will build.

The long-lasting impact of contests are not readily

apparent, but they are real.
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More District Professional Collection

(Continued from page 3)

The authors of this volume provide a wide range of ideas
to generate interest, highlight services, & entertain while
educating. They cover topics such as developing commu-
nity partnerships, establishing goals, setting the budget,
creating a theme, choosing judges, promoting the contest,
assessing the results, & more. Four (4) model contests
are included.

The manual is designed for staff at all levels, from
novices to upper-level administrators seeking practical
discussions of the pros & cons of contests. Information
is practical and supplemented by numerous illustrations
& examples.

S

Quick Notes

New Moms at the Library

Northport Public Library in Northport, NY hosts a New Moms
group each fall & spring.
librarian & a social worker are on hand to lead a discussion.
Topics are chosen according to the needs of the group & might
include sleep issues, breastfeeding, nutrition, etc.

For the second hour, moms socialize & enjoy refreshments
while babies sleep or play. Friendships are formed and play-
groups organized, providing new mothers with support & social
contacts.

65 Reasons to Love Your Library

The 65 Reasons to Love Your Library tool kit was developed by
the Texas Library Association. The was designed for use in
creating local promotional campaigns. However, elements of
the 65 Reasons kit can be adapted for any library & its needs.
The kit is available for free online at:

http://ilovelibraries.org/news/topstories/65reasons.cfm

IDoonitainsra gide tvahiegy offitéms, mdludirty posters, flyels, e
sample news releases, sticker template, suggestions for using
the tool kit, and more.

Reason number 40 to love your library—* Lear n why
fish died in your aquarium

Ways to Serve Older Adults

® Have a contest! Post snapshots of local personalities
when they were young & have people try to identify them.

® Host a book discussion program on best sellers of the
40"s, 50"s, or 60 s.

e Establish a Senior Services Advisory Board to develop
ideas.

e  Start a senior poetry/story-writing group.

Meet the Librarian

Kathy Sluga is a new name in the Seneca
District. Kathy has been the Director of the

Mt Jewett Memorial Library since the end of
November 2007. She is one busy gal. While
running the library, she also works as a
secretary for a local plumbing/heating
contractor and as a grill cook two nights a week
at a local restaurant.

Born and raised in Mt Jewett, Kathy attended
Clarion University and then the University of
Pittsburgh. Since she has yet to complete
requirements for a degree, Kathy claims to still
be a college senior.

The Sluga family lived in Lancaster, PA for
sixteen years but returned to Mt Jewett in
2000. Kathy has been married to Scott for
twenty-one years and they have three children.
(Kathy alleges she has a job for each kid.) The
children are ages 16, 12, and 11—two girls and
a boy.

Kathy says she loves to read and camp. In
addition, she looks forward to the baseball/
softball season.

Please help Kathy feel welcome to the Seneca
District.
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mMoments in Our Lives

Susan Slater, Children’s Librarian at Warren Public
Library, has been invited by Susan Pannebaker,
Commonwealth Libraries Youth Services Advisor, to
attend the Collaborative Summer Library Program
annual planning meeting in Little Rock, AR on April 22-
27, 2008. Good for Susan!

Janet Gustafson, Director of the Sheffield Township
Library is very proud to announce that her daughter,
Sherie Edenborn, received her PhD from West Virginia
University. Sherie is now teaching at West Virginia
Wesleyan College as assistant professor of microbiology.
Congratulations!

Susanne Zampogna, Director of Friends’ Memorial
Library in Kane, is really excited to let everyone know
that she will be a grandma again this September. What
good news!

One of a Kind

= Antarctica is the only continent without reptiles
or snakes.

= Baskin Robbins once made ketchup ice cream.
This was the only vegetable flavored ice cream
produced.

= Grover Cleveland is the only US president to
have been married in the White House.

= Hawaii has the only royal palace in the United
States—Iolani.

= Maine is the only state in the US whose name is
just one syllable.

= Qs the only letter in the alphabet that does not
appear in the name of any state of the US.

= The bloodhound is the only animal whose evi-
dence is admissible in an American court.

= The only lizard that has a voice is the Gecko.

= There is only one city in the United States named
merely “Beach.” It is found in North Dakota,
which is a land-locked state.

= Uranus is the only planet that rotates on its side.

= Honey is the only food that does not spoil. Honey
found in the tombs of Egyptian pharaohs has
been tested by archaeologists and found edible.

= Mercury is the only metal that is liquid at room
temperature.

= The hyoid bone in the throat is the only bone in
the human body not joined to another.

= The only river that flows north and south of the
equator is the Congo. It crosses the equator
twice.




